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Space tourism presently
not on ISRO radar: Kiran

i Uda:pur ISRO chairman
and secretary, department of
space, A S Kiran Kumar said
India is making use of the

w space technology exception-
ally well for developmental

initiatives and for improv-
ing the livihg standards of
her people.

“Though we are quite ca-
pableof doingit, butsending
men to Mars for leisure is

* presently not our priority.

We would rather spend our
knowledge to provide relief
to people in distress than ex-
plore the potential in space
tourism” Kumar said.

The scientist was an-
swering queries of inguisi-
tive school children during
aninteraction program held
here on Tuesday by Shanti-
peeth, India, a voluntary or-
ganization working for
peace andfraternity,

He elaborated the in-

.creasing significance of
space research applications
in India like disaster man-
agement, tele-medicines, bio
diversity mapping, forest
fire monitoring, weather
forecasting, crop yield esti:
mate, water resource man-
agement and satellite educa-

ISRO chairman A S Kiran Kumar
speaking at an interaction
programme in Udaipur

tion.

While answering anoth-
er question Kumar negated
the theory of aliens.

“Aliens are purely ficti-
tious and we have not got a
singleevidenceof theirpres-

ence all these years” he af--

firmed. Reiteratingtheorga-
nization's commitment for
human welfare, the ISRO
chief said “ Of our varieus
satellites 13 are for commu-
n_jcations? 7 for navigations,
14 for remote sensing pur-
poses,

Through advance weath-
erforecasting, we are able to
disseminate information to
thousands of people inhabit-
ing the country’s long coast-
line, We helped people dur-
ing the Uttrakhand tragedy.
Through water mapping, we

Tech to enhance
railway network

aterdeliveringa lecture

heldin the memory of
scientist D S Kothari, Kiran
Kumar elaborated the series
of development initiatives
undertaken by ISRO to help
governmentsin delivering
good governance. “Infuture,
we willbe using space
studies to enhance railway
network.”

inform the fishermen of the
hazardous zones in oceans
and seas and even tell them
where they can find fishes in
abundance” Kumar said.

Talking about the recent
big achievement of launch-
ing 20 satellites in a single
flight, the ISRO chief said
that 17 co-passenger satel-
lites were of other countries
including America, Indone-
sia, Germany and Canada.

“The cost of sending a
rocket to launch a small sat-
ellite is very huge, We did not
do this free of cost, we
charged them and thus met
our expense for the launch-
ng” he informed.
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